
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Divine Service Four (LSB203-212) 

April 28, 2024 
 

As We Gather: When Jesus uses the image of the vine and 
speaks of vineyards, He is choosing something very familiar 
to His hearers. Viticulture is well known around the world. 
More than eighteen million acres worldwide is used for 
growing grapes—from Panama to Tajikistan to Zimbabwe! 
Today, the cultivation of vineyards is still an important 
agricultural component in both Israel and the Jordan, lands 
where Jesus walked and taught. Life in the vineyard is vital! 
As branches grafted to the Vine that is Christ, we are 
vitalized by His power. As we worship, God’s life-supporting 
power infuses us! It is time to continue growing! To God 
Alone Be Glory! 
 

Voluntary: “This Joyful Eastertide” LSB 482 arr. by Dale Stanton 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
 

Hymn of Invocation: “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 
                                                                         LSB633 ss.1-4 

 



 

 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
 P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him 

in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 



sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge 
in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking 
His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our 
sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 
declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your 
one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in 
our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our 
prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 

Introit           Psalm 145:1–2, 8, 10, 21; antiphon: John 16:16 
P  A little while, and you will see me no longer; 
C  and again a little while, and you will see me. 
P  I will extol you, my God and King, 
C  and bless your name forever and ever. 
P  Every day I will bless you 
C  and praise your name forever and ever. 
P  The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
C  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
P  All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 
C  and all your saints shall bless you! 
P  My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 
C  and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 



Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 

P  A little while, and you will see me no longer; 
C  and again a little while, and you will see me. 
 

Kyrie  

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 



 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. O God, You make the minds of Your faithful 

to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You have 
commanded and desire what You promise, that among 
the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

First Reading          Acts 8:26–40 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward 

the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. And 
there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all 
her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was 
returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and 
join this chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading 
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you 



are reading?” And he said, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with 
him. Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading 
was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a 
lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe 
his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, 
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone 
else?” Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this 
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And as 
they were going along the road they came to some water, 
and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me 
from being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to 
stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the 
eunuch, and he baptized him. And when they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the 
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But 
Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he 
preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm               Psalm 150 
L  Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; 
C  praise him in his mighty heavens! 
L  Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
C  praise him according to his excellent greatness! 



L  Praise him with trumpet sound; 
C  praise him with lute and harp! 
L  Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
C  praise him with strings and pipe! 
L  Praise him with sounding cymbals; 
C  praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
L  Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 
C  Praise the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever. Amen. 
 

Epistle         1 John 4:1–21 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 

see whether they are from God, for many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of 
God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come 
in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not 
confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the 
world already. Little children, you are from God and have 
overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who 
is in the world. They are from the world; therefore they speak 
from the world, and the world listens to them. We are from 
God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from 
God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth 
and the spirit of error. 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 



God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest 
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that 
we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have 
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected 
in us. 

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, 
because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen 
and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior 
of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 
God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to 
know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is 
love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God 
abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we 
may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as 
he is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 
punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in 
love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I 
love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who 
does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love 
God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we 
have from him: whoever loves God must also love his 
brother. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel           John 15:1–8 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth 

chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser. Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he 
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, 
that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of 
the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in 
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can 



do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 
it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you 
bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son 
of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God 
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us 
men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

    and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us 
under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And 
the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with 
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 



with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 
of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn: “Fruitful Trees, The Spirit’s Sowing”LSB691 

 

 

 
 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown 
to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 



 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 

You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 

  

For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed. By 
His death, He has redeemed us from bondage to sin and 
death, and by His resurrection, He has delivered us into 
new life in Him. 

  

Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully 
eating His body given into death and drinking His life’s 
blood poured out for our salvation until we pass through 
death to the promised land of life eternal. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei  

 



 

 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Distribution Hymn: “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”     
LSB623 

 

 



 
 

“Earth and All Stars”            LSB817 

 

 

 

 



 
 

5 Classrooms and labs!  Loud boiling test tubes! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Athlete and band! 
    Loud cheering people! Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Refrain 

 

6 Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wisdom! 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Daughter and son! 
    Loud praying members! Sing to the Lord a new song! 
Refrain 

 

7 Children of God, Dying and rising, 
Sing to the Lord a new song! Heaven and earth, 
    Hosts everlasting, Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that 

You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Benedicamus 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn to Depart: “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”  
                                                                      LSB633 sts. 5–8 

 

 

 



NEWS & NOTES 
 

A FRIENDLY REMINDER… After the bell has rung, we 
observe a time of silence to center ourselves for worship and 
for the playing of the Voluntary. 
 

FLOWERS… Today’s flowers are in celebration of Craig & 
Cathy Siemsen’s Anniversary! Happy Anniversary!!! 
 

OUT OF THE OFFICE… Pastor Smith will be gone for a 
Pastor’s Conference Monday and Tuesday, April 29 & 30. 
 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY… 10am on Sundays, before the 
church service. All are welcome! 
 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY… starts at 11am.  
 

LWML… Our next LWML meeting will be Saturday, May 4th 
at 10:00 am. We will have a short business meeting, order 
lunch, and eat while we watch a couple of episodes of 
season 2 of Chosen to wrap up our meetings until fall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Devotions this week: keep your bulletin from today and read and 
then pray as the Lord moves you. Monday: The Old Testament (or 
1st reading), Tuesday: The Psalm, Wednesday: The Epistle (or 
Second Reading), Thursday: The Gospel Reading, Friday: The 
Prayer of the Day, and Saturday: The lessons for the 6th Sunday of 
Easter are: Acts 10:34-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-8, & John 15:9-17. 
 

DAILY LECTIONARY 
This outline is a devotional reading plan that covers the entire Sacred 
Scriptures each year. The selections are based on ancient models 
and are generally in harmony with the liturgical church year. The 
average reading is three chapters daily. A seasonal canticle is 
assigned for each month and is scheduled to replace the psalm on 
the first and last days of the month. All of the psalms are read twice a 
year.  
 
April 28   Lev. 20:1-16, 22-27, Luke 11:37-54 
April 29   Lev. 21, Luke 12:1-12 
April 3    Lev. 23:1-22, Luke 12:13-34 
May 1    Lev. 23:23-44, Luke 12:35-53 
May 2    Lev. 24:, Lev. 25:1-55, Luke 12:54-13:17 
May 3     Lev. 26:1-20, Luke 13:18-35 
May 4    Lev. 26:21-33, 39-44, Num. 1:1-2:34, Luke 14:1-24 
 
Attendance Last Sunday: 40 

 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE LORD’S WORK  

AT OUR SAVIOR FROM LAST WEEK: 

EFT $3,550.00. Envelope $1,037.00. Organ $8.00.  
Flowers $60.00.  
Total $4,655.00. 



Those in His Service 
Trustee on Call:   Chris Kent 
Flowers:      Craig & Cathy Siemsen     
Lector:       Greg Skinner 
Lay Assist.:     Craig Siemsen 
 
FULFILLING OUR MISSION, HERE IS OUR  
CONGREGATIONAL ACTION PLAN… 
 
Guided by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, we 

will respond: 
 

• Spiritually, by our study of Scripture and prayer as we 
participate in the work of the Lord. 

• Inwardly, by inviting all our members to be faithful in 
worship.  

• Outwardly, by sharing Christ with those who don’t know 
the LORD and His mission or our Congregation.  

• Sacrificially, by giving not only of our treasure, but also 
our time and talent, so that His light shines through us to 
draw His People to Him. 

 
 
 
 
 


